
 

 

 

July 28, 2017 

Dear Members: 

Starting in early August, we have decided to change the surface of clay tennis courts 8-11 to 
DecoTurf Tennis Surface.  We make this change only after much deliberation and discussion both 
internally, with industry experts, and with members.  We realize that some of you enjoy the clay 
courts; however, the DecoTurf courts we are installing should be a great compromise between 
having a softer surface and a court that provides a consistent bounce and playing surface 
appealing to all members.   

The evolution of changing clay to hard courts at the Club began in 2001 when 5 courts (3 indoor 
clay and 2 bubbled clay) were converted from clay to hard courts.  We have found overall that 
the demand for a consistent playing surface is overwhelmingly requested as compared to clay 
courts.  With each passing year, we have seen the demand and request for clay courts decrease 
as compared to hard courts.  After much consultation, we chose DecoTurf as the surface we 
would use for a number of reasons.  Mainly, it provides a rubberized layer of material beneath 
the painted surface in order to be easier on a player’s body.   

There are a few local clubs that have converted to “softer” surfaces over the past few years.  
Without detailing each one specifically, most of them do not apply all of the coats required to be 
truly softer.  The reason is simple, the more coats you add, the more the system costs!  We have 
contracted to apply the maximum recommended amount of coats to achieve the softest surface 
possible using this system. If you have played on other local courts advertising DecoTurf, chances 
are they are not finished in the same manner that we are finishing our courts.  Our courts will be 
about as soft as possible for a solid surface.   

For those members welcoming more hard courts and concerned about playability, this is the 
surface of the US Open and has been endorsed by the ITF as a preferred playing surface.  In other 
words, this surface offers the best of both worlds: a consistent playing surface and bounce, 
coupled with a softer cushion similar to that of clay.  For those concerned about speed of play, 
we are able to adjust the speed of the surface through the application of layers, and we intend 
to keep a slightly slower surface.  This will allow our members options to play on courts that are 
faster/slower based on preference.   

Procedurally, construction is expected to start around August 7 in order for the courts to be 
completed and the bubble up by Labor Day.  During that time, we will not charge court fees for 
indoor court bookings that normally would be on the free, outdoor courts since they will be 
closed.  If you have contract time scheduled on courts 8-11 this winter, our construction schedule 
should not impact your start date.  If you have questions or concerns about your contract time, 
please contact Cindy Peters.  As always, we are constantly looking for ways to improve the tennis 
experience at the Club, and this is another step (as well as a substantial monetary investment in 
the future of tennis here at the Club).  We encourage all tennis members to try out the courts 
once they are finished! 

 



 
The Westboro Tennis Club is building DecoTurf tennis courts.  Why DecoTurf?  

• Reliable, durable and consistent tennis surface that has been selected 
for use at the US Open since 1978. 

• Surface of choice for the 2004 Athens Olympics, 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, 2012 London Paralympics and more professional 
tournaments than ANY other surface. 

• DecoTurf will provide a consistent speed of play on all courts  

• DecoTurf is dedicated to providing the highest quality products and 
extraordinary customer satisfaction. 

• Does not require the water or maintenance of a clay court.  The average clay court uses approximately 
1000 gallons of water each day! 

The DecoTurf System 

• 9-10 Layer Rubberized System 

• Multi-layer, flexible, & 100% acrylic 

• Maximum player comfort 

• Exceptional durability  

• Yields truer bounces 

• Consistent speed of play and the fairest 
surface in tennis  

Points of Note: 

• Strict adherence to quality control through laboratory testing 
• Only highest quality raw materials & color pigments are utilized   
• Computerized manufacturing assures consistent speed of play 
• Relentless research and development 
• Continuous in-house and independent laboratory testing  
• Extraordinary customer satisfaction  
• International Tennis Federation speed of play classifications in multiple categories. 

 


